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 Dear Readers,

Editor
Mr. Apratim Ghoshal

he duality of nature has once again become prominent. While several cities in South India have fallen 

short of rains and water, Mumbai witnessed highest 24-hour July rain in 10 years, 2nd highest in 44 Tyears. But, travel and tourism continue throughout the country no matter what the weather. 

With its temples, forts, and palaces, Orcha chronicles Bundelkhand's history. In addition, visitors can enjoy 

wild life, adventure sports and also visit the historical city Jhansi which is just 18 km away.  Read City Chronicles 

to know more. Perched at the cusp of Zanskar, Western and Eastern Himalayas, in North Chamoli, 

Uttarakhand, Valley of Flowers opens to public from June 1 to October 4. This UNESCO World Heritage Site lays 

out a natural garden of alpine flowers in all hues and patterns. The Cover Story makes an attempt to capture 

the reflection of this immense beauty. 

The Special Feature focuses on Majuli Island – the world's largest river island. The gem of northeast India 

appears in the tentative list of UNESCO World Heritage City. Enjoy the emerald green paddy field, quaint 

villages, boat rides, and the serene nature around.  Meet the aborginies, and witness the simple lifestyle of the 

local people.  Devikulam is one of Kerala's picturesque landscape. Lakes and falls add to its mystical appeal and 

the best time to visit this Seasonal Destination is October to March.  Hope you enjoy these destinations. 
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n old medieval city 

developed more than A400 years ago, Orchha 

was the seat of the Bundelkhand 

Kingdom. Located near the Betwa 

River, Orchha is now the carrier of 

B u n d e l k h a n d  a r t  a n d  

architecture. Its temples, palaces 

and courtyards reflect the glory of 

its bygone rulers. It is the place 

covered with forests and the river 

split into seven channels. This 

town was named Orchha, which 

means'a hidden place'. 
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City Chronicles

Travel to see Bundelkhand's history

05 TTW India



History of Orchha is directly linked with the Bundela rulers and its culture. The Bundela dynasty was founded by 
th thone of the local Rajput princes in 11  century and redeveloped in 14  century. There are a number of 

interesting temples to visit in Orchha. The Orchha fort complex , located on an island 

on the Betwa River, with a number of palaces to visit within it. The historic city of Jhansi is 18 km from Orchha. A 

number of monuments belonging to this period including Jhansi Fort and Rani Jhansi's Palace are important 

tourist attractions of Jhansi. 

is the main attraction here
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Situated on the Betwa River, Orchha Fort houses 

palaces and temples. It has three parts: Jahangir 

Mahal, Raj Mahal and Rai Parveen Mahal. During 

the rule of Jahangir, Orchha developed with 

Mughal and Bundela style of architecture.  

Constructed by the famous Bundelas in 
th17 century, the Charturbhuja Temple is one of its 

kind. The views from the top of the temple are 

amazing.  

A beautifully designed medieval palace of Bundela 

chieftains and now maintained to welcome the 

tourists in Orchha, Amar Mahal offers a soothing 

scene with its beautiful garden, appealing rooftop 

and desirable hospitality.

The famous bird sanctuary of Orchha is an ideal 

treat for nature lovers and photographers as the 

landscape of wildlife sanctuary has much more 

than bird sighting to offer. 
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River rafting on the Betwa River should be the first activity in your list. The turbulent currents of the river offer 

an adventurous trail for you before eloping into the Yamuna. Rafting through the fresh waters, you will feel 

charged up with the energy flowing through the water.

The Orchha Wildlife Sanctuary offers a scenic jungle 

safari with its 46 sq.km natural forest area. Established 

in the year 1994, the sanctuary is home to dense 

plantations of Dhawa trees and Kardhai trees. Here you 

can see animals like spotted deer, Blue bull, and jackal 

along with many other species in their natural habitat. 

Around 200 species of birds can be spotted here. 

Laxminarayan Temple offers a perfect and unique 

mix of fort and temple architecture. Though the 

temple is dedicated to Goddess Laxmi, you will 

find no idol of the Goddess inside. 
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Phool Bagh is a beautiful laid garden in Orchha which was used as a summer retreat for the kings. This medieval 

garden was built in the memory of Dinman Hardaul, the prince of Orchha, who died a martyr to prove his 

innocence to his elder brother. 

The light and sound show at the Orchha Fort shows a beautiful mix of music and laser lights reciting the history 

of the Bundela dynasty. The superb history of Orchha is displayed beautifully at the light and sound show at 

Orchha Fort. The brilliance of the medieval Indian architecture can be easily noticed when the palace turns into 

a digital orchestra.    
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Sheesh Mahal is a perfect blend of old-world charm, contemporary facilities and the impeccable Indian 

hospitality. The sophisticated décor is coupled royally with the enchanting colours which magnify the glorious 

history of Orchha.
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BALI TO REDUCE 33,000 TONS OF PLASTIC GREAT BRITAIN SAW 3% RISE IN RAIL 

WASTE PASSENGER JOURNEYS, 6 % INCREASE IN 

TOTAL PASSENGER REVENUEBali is polluting with 1.6 million tons of waste which 

accumulated each year in the ocean. Now Bali is The Office of Rail and Road (ORR) published 
desperately trying to end the pollution by reducing Passenger Rail Usage 2018-19 Q4 Statistical Release 
its plastic waste. It according to new findings from that reveled 1.759 billion rail passenger journey 
The Bali Partnership show that just 48 per cent of during the financial year. This was up 51 million as 
waste from the Indonesian island is disposed of compared to 2017-18. In 2018-19 the number of rail 
through recycling or landfill, while 33,000 tons of passenger journeys in Great Britain went up by 3% 
plastic waste ends up in the ocean each year. showing a record high. The total passenger revenue 
Indonesia's popular tourism destination Bali receives rose by 6% which was more than £10bn. There was a 
around 16 million tourists each year, of which 6.5 drop of 1.4% in passenger journeys in 2017-18 which 
million are international, has pledged to reduce as per the ORR was the largest decrease recorded 
ocean plastics by 70 per cent by 2025. Bali generates since 1993-94. After falling for two consecutive year 
1.6 million tonnes of waste per year, around 20 per the number of rail passenger journeys in the London 
cent of which is plastic. and South East sector was up by 3.9%.
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SABAH SEES ARRIVAL OF MORE THAN 1 

MILLION TOURISTS FROM JANUARY TO 

MAY THIS YEAR

million tourist arrivals this year, compared to 3.8 

million last year. Liew, who is also state tourism, 

culture and environment minister, said the 

government believed the target was achievable with 
More than one million tourists visited in Malaysian the cooperation of all industry players. In the tourism 
state of Sabah from January to May this year, with industry in Sabah, the support of Matta (Malaysian 
662,560 of them being domestic & local tourists and Association of Tour and Travel Agents) members is 
371,311 million foreigners who arrived on flights via very important to the government's efforts to 
the Kota Kinabalu International Airport.  The Deputy develop the tourism industry, she said during her 
Chief Minister of Sabah Datuk Christina Liew said speech at the Matta Sabah Chapter Aidilfitri 
that the state government had set a target for four celebration here last night.

12 TTW India



WORLD'S LONGEST WATER SLIDE TO BE 

BUILT IN PENANG THEME PARK

under construction at the Escape Theme Park in 

Teluk Bahang. The current Guinness record holder 

605m New Jersey water slide created in 2015 will be 
World's longest water slide is expected to be 

overtaken by it. Escape Theme Park chief executive 
introduced in a theme park in Malaysian state of 

officer Sim Choo Kheng said that Guinness World 
Penang this August. It is expected that the slide will 

Records officials will test the ride before recognizing 
have a height of 70m and length of 1,140 m is still 

it as the world's longest.
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Come summer and 

people flock to gardens curated by 

human intervention, to savour the delight of 

nature's blooms. However, the Valley of Flowers, 

naturally, rolls the carpet of alpine flowers in all hues 

and patterns. This UNESCO World Heritage Site lies at 

the cusp of Zanskar, Western and Eastern Himalayas. It 

spreads over 87.5 sq. m in North Chamoli, Uttarakhand. 

Mountaineer Frank S Smith discovered the Valley of 

Flowers in 1931 and it was declared a World Heritage Site 

on July 14, 2005. Circumscribed by the towering 

Himalayas and the gleaming glaciers, it reflects 

God's best stroke of creation. 

Cover Story
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At 3352 m - 3658 m above the sea level, the valley is home to rare and 

endangered species of animals such as red fox, snow leopard, grey langur, 

brown bear, blue sheep, Asiatic black bear, Lime Butterfly and lots more. 

Himalayan monal pheasant is one of the many high altitude birds that dot 

the landscape of the place. In the East, the valley enjoys the companionship 

of the rugged mountains of the Nanda Devi National Park.  In June and July, 

the canvas of the valley juxtaposes chunks of white glaciers; rocky mountains; 

patches of greens; and flowers with shades of pink, violet, yellow, white and 

more. The hibernating flower plants  fully bloom by July. The floating fluffy clouds, 

running streams and falling water beautifully complete the picture. 

Some of the unique flowers found here are blue poppy, Brahmakamal, cobra lily, Iris Kemaonesis, Morina 

longifolia, Rhododendron Campanulatum, Reinwardtia Indica, Cypripedium Himalaicum, Hyoscyamus Niger, 

Thalictrum Cultratum and hundreds more. Forests of birch and rhododendron are present in the area.  By 

September, the outline of green and the riots of colours shed off – leaving a bare yet charming mountainous 

landscape. The valley is closed for the public in October due to snowfall. The Pushpawati rises from the East 

Kamet Glacier, flows through thick glacial deposits and flows through the Valley of Flowers. As per the legend, 

the Pandavas saw flowers floating on the river and named it Pushpawati. 

The nearest airport is in Jolly 

Grant, Dehradun, while the nearest 

railway station is in Rishikesh. By road, 

travellers can reach up to Govind Ghat. From 

Govind Ghat, the base camp at Ghangaria is a 

13 km journey. Tourists can avail a pony 

helicopter or porter to reach Ghangaria from 

Govind Ghat. From Ghangaria, it's a 3-4 km trek to 

the Valley of Flowers. 

This year, the Valley of Flowers is open for the visitors 

from June 1 to October 4.  It opens at 7.00 am every 

day and tourists must leave the valley by 5 pm. 
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The nearest airport is in Jolly 

Grant, Dehradun, while the nearest 

railway station is in Rishikesh. By road, 

travellers can reach up to Govind Ghat. From 

Govind Ghat, the base camp at Ghangaria is a 

13 km journey. Tourists can avail a pony 

helicopter or porter to reach Ghangaria from 

Govind Ghat. From Ghangaria, it's a 3-4 km trek to 

the Valley of Flowers.  This year, the Valley of Flowers 

is open for the visitors from June 1 to October 4.  It 

opens at 7.00 am every day and tourists must leave 

the valley by 5 pm. 
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Travellers visiting the Valley of Flowers can stay at the resorts and hotels in Ghangaria 

and Auli. Here are two of them out of the many.  Blue Poppy Swiss Cottage Camps is 

located in Ghangaria near the helipad. Guests can enjoy amenities such as bed with 

mattress, comfortable quilts, western-style toilets and local food.  The Royal Village – 

Auli Resort features luxurious, fully-equipped log huts and cottages, with a multi-

cuisine restaurant. Located in the most picturesque corner of Auli, it offers 

mesmerising views of the snow-draped Himalayan peaks from each cottage. 

Tourists visiting the valley should take the opportunity to visit Sri Hemkunt Sahib – the 

highest Gurudwara in the world perched at an altitude of 4329 m above the sea level. 

From Ghangaria it is a 6 km steep climb to the Gurudwara. The challenging trek is 

overwhelmed by the beauty of waterfalls, thick forest and enchanting Himalayas. The 

Gurudwara opens between May and October till 2 pm every day. Visitors can tour the 

Badrinath and The Nanda Devi National Park, also called Nanda Devi Biosphere 

Reserve. Annually, the Valley of Flowers attracts botanists, photographers, nature 

lovers, peace seekers and wildlife enthusiasts alike from across the world. Are you one 

of them? So, this season head off to the Valley of Flowers.
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Special Feature

oak in the countryside charm of Majuli, full of sheer tranquility and enthralling sites of emerald green 

paddy field or the amazing wooden boats. Cut off from the chaotic cities and dwell in Serenity for a while Shere!

The prime abode of Assamese and the seat of Neo-Vaishnavites culture in Assam was formed after the River 

Brahmaputra and its tributaries changed their course. Majuli or Majoli, which means land in the middle of two 

parallel rivers, is surrounded by the Brahmaputra River in the south and the KherkutiaXuti and Subansiri in the 

north.
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Majuli is located 300-400 km east of Guwahati and the city of Jorhat connects the island via ferries. In earlier 

times, it was known as Ratnapur and was the capital of the Chutia kingdom.

It was the first island to be made a district in India in the year 2016 and has been listed in the Guinness Book of 

World Records as the world's largest river island. The gem of northeast India appears in the tentative list of 

UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Quaint villages dot Majuli, re-strengthening your 

connection with nature. Mishing Village is a 

popular one where people live in houses with 

raised platforms known as the Chang ghars on 

the bank of the river. Meet the aboriginals here, 

learn their dances and play their musical 

instrument.

For serenity seekers a visit to the Shri Shri 

Dakhinpat Satra is a must. It was built in 1584 

and its decorated gateway is engraved with 

religious animals, motifs and flowers. People 

here  worship Mahaprabhu Jadavarai.
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Admire the descending sun and the colour play that happens during the golden hours of the dusk. Witnessing 

the rays of the setting sun on the rippling blue waters is a sight to behold.

Cross three wooden bridges and take a ride on a small boat to reach the Pathorichuk village. For the adventure 

junkies, this countryside expedition is a must. The visitors can learn to make boats here. Bird lovers can head to 

the southern part of the island; one should visit it between November and March. The popular locales for 

birdwatching are Sakuli Beel, near Kamalabari, Magurmari Beel, Dakhinpaat Satra and Verki Beel, near 

Kamalabari.  Many species of endemic and migratory birds flock here to get their riverine dinner or flutter 

amidst grazing cattle.

Be in Majuli during spring for the Ali-ai-

Ligang festival that celebrates the harvest 

season. Ritualistic dance performances are 

held for the sowing ceremony of the island 

community. In autumn, the Raas Mahotsav 

is observed to celebrate the birth of Lord 

Krishna. There are traditional chanting, 

dances and drama recitation.
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The SamaguriSatra is known for making masks out of bamboo base and dried cow dung. BHAWNA or dramas 

are conducted here and the masks are important accessories for them.

Lastly, get a close view of the mighty Brahmaputra, hire a country boat and start rowing on the river. Traverse 

the canals and rivers while savouring the scenic views. Avail a ferry from Kamalabari and get a view of Majuli 

from the ferry top. 

Reaching Majuli Island : Ferries are available from 

Nimatighat in Jorhat, the first ferry starts at 8:00 and the 

last one leaves at 4:00 pm, one can easily avail a train from 

Guwahati to Jorhat. Auto and public buses connect to 

Nimatighat.
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Ideal time to visit: October to March is the best time to visit the Majuli Island.Summer season is hot and humid 

but the climate is pleasant during winters. During monsoon it is ravaged by nature, hence homes here are made 

of bamboo and are placed on concrete pillars at a height of 2 inches  from the ground.
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mong Kerala's seemingly unending list of picturesque 

landscapes that awe and amaze tourists, Devikulam is Aone of the underrated ones. But, that doesn't reduce the 

beauty of this divine hill station in 'God's Own Country'! Blessed 

with a diverging display of flora and fauna, Devikulam is any 

trekker's delight. It's quiet and serene atmosphere complements 

the emerald backwaters and a variety of gold and silver beaches.

Deriving its name from the age-old folklore of the mythological character Sita bathing in the Devikulam Lake, 

Devikulam sits at an altitude of 1800 m above the sea level, just about 7 kms away from Munnar in Idukki 

district. Due to its relatively high altitude, the weather is always pleasant in Devikulam – the temperature 

reaching a maximum of only 20 degrees in May. However, the best time to plan a trip to Devikulam would be 

during the winters. From October to February, the hill station remains covered in mist and maintains a sort of 

mystical appeal to the travellers!

Another advantage is reaching Devikulam is rather simple. The Kottayam and Kochi Railway Stations are 

located within 150 kms of Devikulam and both offer regular buses to the location. Moreover, the Cochin 

International Airport is located just 150 kms from the site.

Seasonal Destination
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There are plenty of tourist attractions in Devikulam : As far as sightseeing goes, 

there are plenty of lakes, waterfalls and parks available for the tourists to visit. 

The most popular Sita Devi Lake (also known as the Devikulam Lake) is visited 

by a huge number of tourists who believe it has natural healing powers. The 

Mattupetty Lake and Kundala Lake add to the scenic beauty of the hill station, 

along with the lush evergreen forests.

Known as the 'Rainbow Falls', the Keezharkuthu Falls excites the tourists as it 

jets down with vigour and forms a rainbow every second of the day. 

Thoovanam Falls is like a mission that the tourists can unlock only after an 

adventurous trek through the lush and dense forests.
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The beauty of Devikulam grows with the presence of 

parks such as the Eravikulam National Park – located 

around 15 kms from Devikulam and spread over an area 

of 97 sq.kms – and the Blossom International Park which 

is a success among kids. There are also the Idukki 

National Park and the Hill View Park which exhibit the 

endangered wildlife and raw natural beauty of 

Devikulam and Kerala.

These lakes, waterfalls and parks offer a wide variety of 

fun-filled activities that the visitors can engage 

themselves in while inhaling the freshness of Devikulam. 

Trout fishing, boating (especially speed-boating) and 

wildlife tours are among the most special and popular 

tourist activities here.
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Due to its low population and scenic landscape, Devikulam doesn't boast 

of any hotels. But, homestays and private resorts are available throughout 

the year. If you do want to check into a hotel, you can stay in Pinetree 

Munnar or Blue Berg hotels, both within 1 km of Devikulam. Blackberry 

Hills and Cloud Valley, located within 5 kms of Devikulam are also popular 

among tourists.

Much like the hotels, restaurants in Devikulam are also few and far 

between. The majority of restaurants are present in Munnar. The shopping 

scene in Devikulam presents a grand picture of the place, with candy 

dealers, turmeric retailers, and sesame oil retailers largely owning the 

scene.
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Kerala is popularized as 'God's Own Country'. A visit to 

Devikulam  will show you the reason. With a population 

of just around 400, Devikulam is one of the lesser known 

tourist destinations in Kerala, but the beauty of this 

chilly and soulful stopover earns a place among the best!
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IMEX America, the largest meetings industry trade show in the U.S., will be 

bigger than ever, September 10 - 12 at the Sands Expo and Convention 

Center at The Venetian, The Palazzo in Las Vegas. IMEX America will bring 

together around 3,500 suppliers and 4,000 qualified buyers to plan and 

book everything from high-level incentives to huge association 

conventions as well as to make important new contacts, strengthen 

existing relationships and seal critical deals. 

So far, 21 new exhibitors have already signed up this year including Tourism 

Trinidad, Visit Spokane, Visit San Antonio, Destination Cleveland and Rocco 

Forte Hotels. To date,more than 30 current exhibitors have expanded their 

presence at the show, including Live National Special Events, Hilton Head 

Island Visitor & Convention Bureau, Discover Palm Beaches, Utah and the 

Canadian Tourism Commission. 

IMEX America kicks off with Smart Monday powered by Meeting 

Professionals International (MPI, a dedicated day of free education taking 

place Monday, Sept. 9. Inspirational artist and TED Talk speaker, Phil 

Hansen, launches Smart Monday with his keynote. Having developed a 

career-ending tremor in his drawing hand, Hansen decided to 'seize the 

limitation' and embrace imagination (a key topic for IMEX this year). 

'Embrace The Shake: Transforming Limitations into Opportunities'will 

outline how limitations – for meeting planners, that can be reduced 

budget, limited resources, rushed timelines – can be an impetus for 

creativity and imagination. His keynote breaks down resistance to 

limitations by recognizing their role in driving – not stifling – creativity.

The Association Leadership Forum created by ASAE: The Center for 

Association Leadership, is a free program for association professions to 

learn from engaging thought leaders through strategic conversations and 

collaborative peer learning. 

WHAT'S NEW

'SEIZE THE LIMITATION' – TED TALK KEYNOTE

TAILORED LEARNING FOR ALL PLANNERS

SHOW HIGHLIGHT 

When : 
10 – 12 September
Where : 
Sands Expo and
Convention Center, 
Las Vegas, U.S.A 
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Best-in-class corporate meetings and events practices and innovations will be 

discussed among corporate meeting planners at the Executive Meeting Forum. 

Planners can put forward their preferred topics for discussion—from procurement 

through stakeholder management to meeting design.

Education is a firm focus of IMEX America with more than 180 education events over 

the entire show designed for meetings and events industry professionals at all levels – 

both buyers and exhibitors. The learning opportunities – deep dives, one to one 

sessions and hot topic tables – provide fresh thinking on current industry issues, 

delegate engagement and explore all aspects of innovation, creativity and imagination. 

Jessica Pettitt, who combines stand-up comedy with diversity training at Good Enough 

Now, will lead a discussion on 'Inclusion: beyond the law for meeting professionals.'She 

will advise on how to keep attendees feeling safe and welcome, and detail how to create 

inclusive environments. Lynn Wellish, an award-winning hospitality industry trainer 

and speaker, will discuss how to 'put lead generation in your comfort zone' by offering 

tips and tricks to overcome sales call reluctance.

The show is especially important as a source for new ideas and for unleashing 

attendees' imagination, IMEX's Talking Point this year. The IMEX Group is championing 

imagination through encouraging meeting and event professionals to consider how 

they can collaborate with other organizations and the benefits this can bring. Through 

its Talking Point, IMEX celebrates diversity and also focuses on best practice in event 

sustainability, with education sessions designed to encourage exhibitors and buyers to 

reduce the environmental impact of their show participation. EventMB, an online 

resource for event professionals, is delivering a session on 'Unleash your event 

imagination: how to ask what if?' and also presenting research on Imagination in 

Events.

“We're working to bring the power of imagination to everything we're doing at IMEX 

America,” said Carina Bauer, CEO of the IMEX Group. “Absolutely everything – and 

everyone – is connected or capable of becoming connected and the driving force 

behind all the positive changes we're witnessing is the power of the human imagination 

– a uniquely human quality. So, we're exploring and celebrating this aspect of being 

human – one that we frequently take for granted. Think of it as a human superpower; 

our instinct to ask, without judgement or limitation, 'What if…'”

INSPIRING IMAGINATION
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The 7th Edition of THINC Indonesia is all set to be hosted in Bali on 4-5 

September 2019. It will open with an Evening Cocktail Reception on 4 

September at Radisson Blu Bali Uluwatu and the main conference will take 

place on 5 September from 9:00 AM onwards at Sofitel Bali Nusa Dua Beach 

Resort. 

Hosted by Hotelivate, a new-age consulting firm, THINC Indonesia provides 

a platform to deliberate on the development and direction of the hotel and 

tourism industry in the region. With robust growth of the regional industry 

predicted under the recently formed government, THINC Indonesia 

endeavours to allow its participants to network and take advantage of the 

warming investment climate, offering them the opportunity to meet 

influential decision makers and strike deals in a collaborative atmosphere. 

The last year's conference, which was held at Fairmont Jakarta, saw a 

participation of 180 leaders, industry stalwarts and key decision makers, 

from across the Southeast Asian region, as they exchanged strategic 

thoughts, experiences and discussed the key trends prevailing in the 

industry. 

This year, some of the prominent industry leaders who are speaking at the 

conference are Michael Issenberg, Chairman and CEO - Asia Pacific, Accor; 

Ritesh Agarwal, Founder and CEO, 

OYO Hotels and Homes; Katerina 

Giannouka, President - Asia Pacific, 

Radisson Hotel Group; Rajeev 

Menon, Chief Operating Officer - 

APAC (excluding Greater China), 

Marriott International; John Flood, 

President and CEO, Archipelago 

International; Budi Tirtawisata, 

Group Chief Executive Officer, 

Panorama Group; and Suwito, 

Founder and CEO, Republik Capital 

Management, to name a few.

When : 
4 – 5 September
Where : Indonesia
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Serviced Apartment Summit Europe

London, United Kingdom

www.servicedapartmentsummit.com

TTF Hyderabad

Hyderabad, India

ttfotm.com

TTF Kolkata

Kolkata, India

ttfotm.com

Hotel Development Conclave

India 

www.hdconclave.com

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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th7  Mice India & Luxury Travel Congress

Delhi, India

www.miltcongress.com

th7  Mice India & Luxury Travel 

Congress

Mumbai, India

Get Global 

Sydney, Australia

www.getglobal.com.au

Global Travel Market Place

Fort Lauderdale, FL

www.gtmflagship.com
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